October 2013
With the coming of fall we have been investigating all of the changes occurring in the world around us.  As we have been outside we have noted that the leaves are falling off of the trees, and that these same leaves are also changing colors.  We have also noticed through books that we have read that apples are growing on trees.  

Due to this interest we have begun exploring apples in various ways.  We started by taking a class trip to Douglas Orchards where we got to see where apples come from and what they look like growing on a tree.  We also got to experience picking those apples and tasting cider and doughnuts that were made from apples.  
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In the classroom we have participated in two activities that have furthered our knowledge of apples.  

1. The first discovery that we made is that different apples have different tastes.  

We tried three different types of apples in our classroom.  We taste tested Granny Smith, MacIntosh and Honey Crisp apples.  Here is what the children noticed:

· The apples were different shades of red, or green

· We noticed the stems and that they were all different shapes and sizes

· The two red apples were both apples but they looked different

I asked the children to predict which apple they thought they would like the best.  They said, 


James: The green one – smith


Jesse:
The granny smith


Sedona: That one (pointing to the honey crisp)


Maddie: The mac one

Here were our comments while taste testing:
Granny Smith


All: This is good


Maddie:  I like the seeds in there.  I like to eat seeds.

Honey Crisp


Sedona smelled hers first, which led all of the other children to as well.


Maddie: It smells like honey.


Jesse/James: Yum!


Maddie: It tastes like honey apple.

MacIntosh


James: Yummy.


Jesse: It’s yum.

After we taste tested we chose which one we liked the best.  We then made a graph of our favorites.  

During this activity we incorporated science and math concepts.

Science:

· We used our senses to explore the differences in apples

· We used words like experiment, prediction and hypothesis

· We practiced our observation skills by viewing each of the apples before tasting them

Math:

· We used one-to-one correspondence to count the apples before we ate them to see how many we would be tasting.  We also used this skill to count the number of votes and to see which type of apple our class liked the best.  
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2.  We learned that apples float.

We began a sink or float activity.  I asked the children if they played with toys in the bathtub.  They responded yes and took turns telling each other what their favorite bath time toy was.  After we all shared, I asked the children if their toys floated on top of the water or if they sank to the bottom.  We then looked at a picture of six different items; a boat, a feather, a leaf, a coin, a car and a seashell.  We circled the items that were resting on top of the water or floating with an orange marker, and circled the items that were at the bottom of the bucket or that had sunk with blue.  I then asked the fledglings to predict whether an apple would sink or float.  They all predicted that the apple would float.  

We made a diagram of all of the objects that had floated and sunk, including a picture of an apple floating.  The next day we tested our hypothesis.  Here is some discussion from the preschoolers during our activity:

Car:

Eniya:
He’s gonna sink

James:
Let’s see

Chalk:

Ms. Bearor:
Do you think the chalk will sink or float?

Sink

Float
Jesse

Noah

Eniya

James

Zachary

Zachary: It sinked to the bottom

Lego:

James:
It’s gonna float!  I was right!

During this activity we incorporated the following science concepts:

Science:

· We used our skills of prediction and observation to test our ideas

· As we tested our ideas we have come to know the difference between floating and sinking
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