August 15, 2013
Greetings Fledgling Families!

I wanted to take a moment before school begins to introduce myself and welcome each of you to the St. Mary’s family.  
My name is Nikki Bearor and I hail from right here in Middlebury!  I have been working in the field of Early Childhood Education since 2001.  I have played with, learned with and taught children between the ages of six weeks to five years old during that time.  I have an Associate’s degree in the field of Early Childhood Education from the Community College of Vermont, and a Bachelor’s degree in Family and Child Development from Southern Virginia University.  I love spending my days encouraging and fostering the developing skills of young children.  When I’m not at work I love to spend time reading or visiting with my family.

Now that you know a little bit more about me I wanted to provide you with a checklist of items that your child will need to bring with them on the first day of preschool.  Some of these items can be left at the preschool for the remainder of the year, while others will need to be brought to school on a daily basis.
· Morning snack and lunch (if your child will be staying past 3:30, an afternoon snack is required as well)
· Pillow, stuffed animal, sheet and blanket (if your child will be staying past 12:30)

· Sunscreen

· Baseball cap or sunhat for added sun protection

· Two extra changes of clothing in case of accidents

· Photo collage of your child with his/her family (I will hang these around the classroom)

· Sneakers for physical education and for outdoor play (flip-flops are strongly discouraged as we spend quite a bit of time outside walking around town)

Lastly, I wanted to remind you of some important dates and other reminders for the year.  Please be aware of the following:

· Our Back to School Mass and Picnic will be on Thursday, August 22nd at 5:30.  Please meet on the field in back of St. Mary’s School and bring a blanket or folding chairs and a dish to share.  This will be a great opportunity for each of you to meet other school families and faculty.  I look forward to seeing you there!
· The first day of school is Wednesday, August 28th.  The preschool opens at 8am.

· The preschool will be going to the main school on a weekly basis to participate in physical education and art classes this year.  When Karen and I become aware of the day and time of these classes we will let you know.

· At times children like to bring toys from home to preschool.  Karen and I generally discourage this practice as toys can get broken or lost.  If you could encourage your child to leave toys in the car when they reach preschool that would be helpful.  Any toys brought to preschool will be left in your child’s bag for the day (with the exception of stuffed animals which can be brought out at rest time).

· On Friday’s we will be joining the rest of the school at mass at 9am.  Please dress your child appropriately on these days with nice slacks, skirt or dress.  Also, if you are running late on these days and will arrive after mass has started, please drop your child off with Mrs. Harris in the Main School office where we will pick your child up after mass has finished.

I am anxiously awaiting the start of the new school year.  I can’t wait to meet each of you, and especially your children.

If you have any questions or concerns that this letter has not addressed please feel free to contact me in one of the following ways:

· School Phone: (802)388-2114

· Cell Phone:
(802)989-3651

· E-mail:

nbearorsmsvt@gmail.com
I look forward to meeting you!

Nikki Bearor

