“The Doorbell Rang” Lesson Plan

Day 1

· Ask children how they feel about having to share special treats like candy or cookies.

· Read “The Doorbell Rang” 

· Make sure to ask children what they notice about the cover (front and back)

· Also focus on the title page.  Count the cookies on Ma’s tray and note how many children are on this page compared to the cover.  Use this as an opportunity to talk about the word “zero”.

Day 2

· Read “The Doorbell Rang” again

· While reading check for comprehension from yesterday by asking the following questions

· When the doorbell rings ask, “Who do you think is there?”

· When new children enter the room ask, “How many cookies will each child get now?”

· Introduce the game “Counting Cookie Chips”
· Show children “cookies” with various amounts of chips in them (begin by focusing on numbers 0-5), lay each of these cookies chip-side-down on a cookie sheet

· Place six plates with the numbers 0-5 on the table.

· On their turn, a child will use a spatula to pick up a cookie, flip it over and count the chips.  The child will then match the cookie to it’s corresponding numeral

· Once children have mastered 0-5, add numbers 6-10 and continue up to 20.

Key Mathematical Concepts and Skills:

· Count unordered collections of up to 5 objects (then 10 and 20)

· Associate number names, quantities and written numerals 

· Cooperation

· Fine Motor 

· Pretending and Role Play

