Sound Cylinders Match-Up Lesson Plan

Objective:  Practice listening skills by matching pairs of sound cylinders

Core Components: Music perception and identification of different sounds

Materials: 6 pairs of sound cylinders, each pair filled with a different material from the other pairs

Procedures:

1. show children the sound cylinders and tell them you have a secret about the sounds they make.  Ask children if they can figure out the secret.  Give them a hint: They need to shake all the cylinders and listen to the sounds carefully in order to find the secret.

2. Give the cylinders to the children.  Let them work in small groups to come up with ideas about what the secret might be.  After they report on their findings, let the children discuss and question each other’s ideas.

3. Reveal the secret: Each cylinder has a matching cylinder, filled with exactly the same material so it makes the same sound.

4. Help children generate an effective way to find the cylinders that match.

a. Pick up one of the cylinders and shake it.

b. Hold it in one hand and shake it as you pick up another cylinder with the other hand and shake it also.  Does it sound exactly like the first?  If it doesn’t, put the second cylinder down, pick up another one, and shake it.

c. Keep trying until you find a cylinder that matches the first.  Arrange the finished pairs of cylinders in a row or grid, with the matching ones side by side.

Variations:

1. Allow children to make their own cylinders

2. Use the cylinders as musical instruments to play while listening to music.

