
“Mathematics is a part of a child’s world.  It is not only interpreting numbers or mastering tricks of addition or multiplication.  Mathematics is about ideas.  These ideas have been developed to explain particular qualities such as size, weight, and height, as well as relationships and comparisons.  Yet all too often the important part that an understanding of mathematics will play in a child’s development is forgotten or ignored.” (Henry Pluckrose, Sorting)


That is not the case here.  Within the fledgling room we are constantly exploring various ideas that relate to math concepts.  Children do this within their own created play, and we as adults extend this learning as we support children through the use of specific materials placed within our classrooms.


Sorting is one such concept that we interact with on a daily basis.  As we are cleaning up our classrooms after activities we need to sort of organize our materials so that we can easily find them the next time that we are in need of them.  As children are noting similarities and differences between objects, they are sorting and filing these pieces of information within their brains.  


Through some teacher led activities we have been learning about sorting as well.  We have spent time sorting various objects.  We began our sorting experiments by sorting bears into four colors: red, yellow, green and blue.  We extended this by incorporating buttons into our activities.  The buttons come in more colors.  The buttons are also shaped differently which allows us yet another avenue for classifying.  

Children have also been experimenting with sorting through the use of technological equipment within the classroom.  One of our computer games allows children to sort objects by many different qualities, some of which are plants, rocks and animals.


As we continue to examine these concepts, children prepare themselves for future learning.  Our mastery of sorting will lead to other skills including counting, numerical awareness and awareness of time, length, weight and capacity.
