Estimate This Lesson Plan

Objective: Practice Estimating Skills

Core Components: counting and estimating, making and checking predictions, spatial reasoning

Materials: measuring cup, large bowl, other various sized containers, dried beans in sensory table, water

Procedures:

1. Ask children to guess how many cupfuls of water the bowl will hold, and to write down their guesses (children ages 4 and 5 should be able to write the numeral, those who are unable can show their number in any visual way that works for them, i.e. dots)

2. Use the measuring cup to fill the bowl while children count how many cupfuls you pour into it.  Ask children to compare the actual count with their estimate.  How close did they get?

3. Give children a variety of containers in the sensory table filled with beans.  Ask them to design their own experiments.  They should estimate how many cupfuls it will take to fill a container, and then check their estimate by filling the container.

