5 Little Monkeys

Items Needed:

· One carpet square for each child

Directions:

· Read “Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed” by Eileen Christelew

· While reading spend time counting the monkeys on each page

· When monkeys start falling off the bed introduce the term “subtraction” to the children

· Ask the children if they would like to act out the story that was just read

· Ask, “How many children are at school today?”

· Allow responses, and then encourage children to count all together to double check answers

· Have children assist in placing one carpet square per child on the floor in a designated area

· Each child stands on a carpet square

· While singing the song with the appropriate amount of monkeys to fit with the class size, point to a child and have them sit down on their carpet square as monkeys fall off the bed

· At the end of each verse, stop and pose the mathematical equation to reflect what is occurring

· For instance, if there are 9 children present, the teacher will stop at the end of the verse and say, “We had 9 monkeys jumping on the bed.  One fell off.  We had nine monkeys and we subtract, or take away, one.  How many monkeys are left?  

· Continue in this manner until all children are sitting down

· Depending on children’s interest level consider asking one of the following questions 

Questions to extend thinking:

· How many monkeys would be left on the bed if two fell off?
· How many monkeys would be on the bed if one monkey got back on?

